simple spine. The gill openings are much wider than in ('al//'(mi/i))(/s, but the gill membranes are broadly united to the isthnms. No lateral line. In spite of the singular armature of the head, this group probably belongs near to the Calllonymidx, which family it resembles in external characters.
It has also much in conunon with Bemhroj)s and The characters of the genus are included above. {draconettd, a quasi-Latin form of the English name Dragonet.) I. DRACONETTA XENICA Jordan and Fowler, new species. Head, 3i in length; depth, T; D. A., 12 ; P., 23; V. 1, 5. Body elongate, compressed in front, and with the greatest depth about the anterior dorsal region, the trunk more or less rounded, and tapering behind.
Head moderately large, compressed above so that its greatest Proceedings U. S. National Museum, Vol. XXV-No. 1 anal; anal high, its base a little less than the soft dorsal; pectorals shorter than the head; ventrals jugular, shorter than the pectorals, not reaching the vent, and one-third as long again as the first dorsal spine; caudal fin long, equal to the ventral, and rounded. Caudal peduncle deeper than broad, its depth 2 in the eye.
Color in alcohol very pale brown, a little darker above, and mottled and spotted with dark brown; 5 rather indistinctly defined pairs of double dark-brown bars over the back; head spotted above; spinous dorsal blackish; soft dorsal and anal with several narrow, wavy, longitudinal bands; base of caudal spotted above; pectorals and ventrals plain, the former with a black spot at base; sides of the trunk behmd the vent and ])elow, with pale brown blotches; lower surface of the body anteriorh' white.
Here described from a specimen 2^% inches long, dredged at Station 3700, in Suruga Bay, at 100 fathoms, by the U. S. Fish Commission steamer AJhatrom. slender, produced into long filaments, the first the longest, graduated to the last, which is the shortest, and contained in the body about If times; origin of soft dorsal nearer the base of the last anal ray than the tip of the snout, the fin rising behind to the last ray, which is the longest; origin of the anal a little behind the second dorsal ray, the fin growing deeper behind to the last ray, which is the longest, and its tip reaching about as far as that of the last dorsal ray; origin of pectorals nearer the origin of the spinous dorsal than that of the soft dorsal; the middle rays produced into a point and the lowei-the longest; ventrals shorter than the head, longer than the pectorals, the inner rays the longest, and joined to the base of the pectorals in front by a membrane; cavidal moderately long, the middle rays the longest and strongest. Caudal peduncle compressed, l)roader tlian the depth, which is less than the eye. Head about 2| (in fig.) in length; depth about 6i (in fig.) ; D-IV-S:
A. the middle of the eye; dorsal spines slender and the first and last the longest, about equal, and about a third again as long as the two median ones, so that the edge of the tin is deeply emai-ginate; soft dorsal high, the first ray somewhat higher than the others, excepting the last, which is very long and produced; anal rather low, lower than the soft dorsal, but its last ray produced till it is equal to two-thirds the length of the last dorsal ray; pectorals with the middle rays the longest, and produced into an angle behind; ventrals a little longer than pectorals; caudal with the middle rays the longest, graduated above and below. Caudal peduncle compressed, and a))out e(|ual to the eye.
Color of male in alcohol l)rown above, mottled with minute spots forming rings and blotches with light centers, and traces of several broad crossl)ars; narrow pah^bluish lines on the sides of the head; sides of the trunk with 5 Head H in length; depth lOi; D. lV-!»; A. ;»; P. 19; V., J, 5. Body elongate, compressed above, the trunk broader than deep and tapering backward. Head compressed, rather narrow, its width two-thirds its length, and its depth 2 in its width; snout rather long, pointed, compressed, much greater than the eye, and its depth a little less than its length; eyes close together, on top of the head, directed upward, a little over 1 in the snout, about 4^in the head's and 2f in its width; mouth small, inferior, the lower jaw projecting a little, and the maxillary reaching a little beyond the nostril; teeth in villiform bands in the jaws; lower lip thick, and broad on each side; preopercular spine with 2 or 3 sharp teeth turned upward, and a sharp spine projecting forward from its base embedded in the skin; head smooth.
Gill opening rounded, nearer the origin of the dorsal than the posterior margin of the e3'es, and nearer the hitter than the origin of the pectoral.
Spinous dorsal midwa}' between the origin of the soft 'dorsal and the middle of the eye or its posterior margin; dorsal spines all very long and slender, all produced into long, slender filaments, the first very long, sometimes reaching the base of the caudal, the second the shortest, the third longer and closely joined to the last above, which is still longer; dorsal rather high, and the last ray greatly elongated, so that it is nearly equal to the base of the fin; anal beginning a little before the third dorsal, and its last ray about equal to two-thirds the length of the last dorsal ray; pectoral with its median rays the longest, and the angle somewhat rounded; ventrals very long, and extending nearly to the tips of the pectorals; caudal long, about one-half the length of the body, and its middle rays produced into slender filaments. snout rather pointed and compressed; e} es close together on top of the head, about 1^in the snout, 1 in the length, and 3 in the width of the head; mouth small, the jaws about equal and the maxillary not reaching the eye; teeth in villiform bands in the jaws; lips rather thin; peropercular spine with three teeth, and a short spine at the base in front, directed forward; head smooth above. Gill opening round, a little farther apart than the distance between the outermargins of the eyes, and about midway between the posterior margin of the latter and the origin of the pectoral.
Origin of the spinous dorsal about halfway between the first third of the eye and the origin of the soft dorsal; dorsal spines long, slender, rather lirm, the first and second about equal, a little longer than the base of the soft dorsal, the third longer than either, and its extremity filamentous, the last the shortest, and its extremity also filamentous, the last the shortest, and its extremit}^also filamentous; the membrane of the spinous dorsal extends almost to the extremities of the first and second spines; soft dorsal of about uniform height, with the last ray the longest; origin of the anal ])ehind the second dorsal ray, the tin high posteriorly, the last ray produced till much longer than the last dorsal ray, and extending ])eyond it; pectoral broad, three-fourths the length of the first dorsal spine; ventral shorter than the first dorsal spine; caudsd with the middle rays the longest, and graduated above and below, so that the fin is pointed and 2i in the body; caudal peduncle compressed, and about equal to the eye. Head compressed, so that the depth is about one-half its width; snout pointed, compressed, and equal to the eye; eyes large, close together, -i in the length, and 3 in the width of the head; mouth rather large, and the maxillary extending-to within a short distance of the eye; teeth in villiform bands in the jaws; lips moderate; preopercular spine with 3 teeth above, and a short spine in front directed forward; head smooth above. Gill openings small, round, as far apart as the distance between the outer margins of the eyes, and nearer the posterior margin of the latter than the origin of the pectorals.
Origin of the spinous dorsal nearer the posterior margin of the eye l)y two-thirds its diameter than the origin of the soft dorsal; dorsal spines all verv long, slender, and filamentous, the first and third eciual, HFMMARY.
Family I. Dkacoxettii),?!;.
